

MINUTES OF THE ODDINGTON ANNUAL VILLAGE MEETING
HELD AT THE VILLAGE HALL
ON 16 MAY 2024 AT 7PM
 
Present: Cllr David Thorpe (Chairman), Janet Eustace (Clerk), CDC Cllr Cunningham, GCC Cllr Makenzie-Charrington and 27 members of the public.
        
1.The Chairman welcomed everyone to the Annual Village meeting. The minutes of the meeting held on 18 May 2023 were agreed as a true record  and signed.

2.Report from Oddington Parish Council

The Chairman reported on the previous year. 
 
‘I really had hoped that we could report a positive outcome to alleviating the parking in Lower Oddington.  After much consultation a scheme for posts and bollards was designed and just about agreed upon by the residents.  The temporary cones put in place over a year ago seem to have had some effect.  But Janet and I last month were in Lower Oddington with GCC Highways.  Mid morning on a weekday there were lorries, congestion, deliveries, etc.  It really is difficult to see any full solution and it has been exacerbated by difficulties with GCC Highways. We now have a new plan with a schedule of July 2024.   Meanwhile the application by Daylesford for a car park opposite Oddington Lodge winds its way through the planning process and we recognise the effort and cost the Daylesford team have put in and the incredible support that Cllr. Cunningham has given the OPC. 
 
Despite the support of Cllrs. Mark McKenzie Charrington and David Cunningham and without in any way being political, we need better engagement with  GCC. The police recently attended a parish Council and were helpful on crime prevention but given  their resources tackling crimes will be limited if at all . 
 
Getting basic Highway services from GCC is painful. The management of the surfacing of Adlestrop Bridge was a fiasco.  CDC recently consulted on the Cotswold Plan 2026-2041.  This plan which the OPC strongly objected to was frankly a  nonsense in so many respects. 2,500 houses in Moreton in Marsh with no commitment to integrating the provision of the infrastructure for Highways, Education, Flooding, Drainage and Sewage and Transport.  Whilst appreciating the pressure on housing need this was wrong and so much must be put at the door of the National Planning regulations.  We do need to plan for affordable housing and employment but not this plan.  Hopefully the barrage of objections will force a rethink. Already the Fosseway is destined to be more congested. 
 
On planning, to add insult to injury, Stow Town Council came up with an  outrageous Stow on the Wold and the Swells Neighbourhood Development Plan.  Our objection was to both 175 houses behind Tesco and encroaching into Broadwell and the major changes to the Stow town square.  The Stow Town Square, although busy, provides a facility for our residents to access Banks, Post Office, Pharmacy and local shops.  It would be very detrimental if this was changed.  Fortunately the Independent Examiner has recently agreed with the objections and proposed major changes to the plan that has been 6 years in development.  Words fail me.  
 
Planning is our most controversial subject and in 2023 it had its moments.  Berrybank submitted its planning application retrospectively.  Consequently, the refusal of the planning application was not the outcome that I sense the majority of residents wanted.   The fact that it was a retrospective application for a venture so significant, and that it had very troubled operations during 2023 with unacceptable noise levels all contributed to its downfall.  The OPC would have welcomed a smaller number of events with a clear restriction on noise levels and a much-improved operation.  The site has now been sold and the new owner is consulting with OPC on his plans. 
 
I take this opportunity to thank my fellow councillors for their support and contribution.  I sense that this will be needed more and more.   
 
Doing things ourselves is going to be part of village life in the future and we are already indebted to Bob and Alan and others for the jobs big and small they undertake to help the village. We also thank Mark Penfold for keeping the village greens and verges tidy.    
 
Last but certainly not least, we are privileged to have Janet as the most hard working and dedicated Clerk that you will find anywhere.  Janet thank you for all your efforts and keeping me out of trouble. 

3.Reports from Gloucestershire County Council, Cotswold District Council, the Police and Oddington and Adlestrop United Charities were tabled.

4.Village Plan/consultation 
The Chairman introduce the idea behind the production of a village plan which would allow the Council to move to proactive initiatives to encourage engagement and pride in the Village 
He emphasised that the Plan would not have legal status but could  be used to promote the village way of life and views. The development of the plan and actions for the village will be kicked off and gathered at the Village Meeting with discussions around the following topics:
· Village scene 
· Community 
· Planning and Housing 
· Communications 
· Village Hall and Church 
Each topic was introduced and people invited to comment on the issues that were important to them. Those facilitating the discussion gave brief feedback of the main points arising.
The Chairman said that all the comments would be collated and would form the basis of a plan which would come to the next Council meeting. He thanked all those who had contributed and closed the meeting at 8.15 pm.
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