

MINUTES OF THE ODDINGTON ANNUAL VILLAGE MEETING
HELD AT THE VILLAGE HALL
ON 15 MAY 2025 AT 7PM
 
Present: Cllr David Thorpe (Chairman), Janet Eustace (Clerk), GCC Cllr D Corp, James Roberts (Daylesford) and fifty seven members of the public.
        
1.The Chairman welcomed everyone to the Annual Village meeting. The minutes of the meeting held on 16 May 2024 were agreed as a true record and signed.

2.Report from Oddington Parish Council

The Chairman reported on the previous year. His report is annexed to these minutes.

3. Presentation from James Roberts (Daylesford)

The Chairman introduced James Roberts (JR) from Daylesford and invited him to update the meeting on the carpark at the Fox and plans for the Horse and Groom.

JR reported that the Fox Car park was under construction and due to come into use at the end of June. In discussion he confirmed that the staff would be required to park there. This would use 6-8 spaces the remaining 12-14 spaces would be for customers and overnight guests. The gates would be locked overnight, probably from midnight to 8 am. He said there would be no lighting but that there would be signage. When booking customers would be asked to use the car park. He estimated that it would reduce Fox related vehicles parked on the road by up to two thirds.

A resident raised concerns about the size of the lorries delivering to the Fox causing damage to drains and verges. JR said he would look into the possibility of using smaller vehicles. He would also investigate a complaint about disturbance caused by a member of staff leaving the pub by motor bike late at night.

JR reported that Daylesford had bid for the Horse and Groom, that the offer had been accepted but that contracts had yet to be exchanged. He circulated copies of a possible plans but emphasised that these were at a very early stage. The more modern rear extensions to the pub would be demolished and replaced with a larger, more sympathetic extension comprising a restaurant and kitchen. There were no plans to increase the number of bedrooms beyond six. He said that it would feel very different to the Fox with a different food offer.

In discussion it was noted that Daylesford had previously said that they would not expand further into Oddington  but JR explained that times had changed and that the business needs to move on and expand

Once planning consent had been obtained, he anticipated that construction would last between 8 and 12 months. JR noted concerns raised by villagers about where construction workers vehicles would be parked and how delivery lorries would access the site. He said there would be a construction management plan.

There were questions around the size of the car park which looked from the plan to have been reduced in size. JR said that the car park would not be made any smaller and would provide adequate parking both during the construction phase and when the pub was re-opened. A resident asked the Parish Council to oppose any planning application that did not provide adequate parking. The Chairman confirmed that this would be one of the most important factors to be considered by OPC when the planning application comes forward.


Residents were keen to ensure that there was better communication and more transparency with this project than with the Fox. JR said he took the point but that he would like people to contact him via the Parish Council to avoid duplication. 

It was noted that the Horse and Groom was a community pub which provided a meeting place for local clubs and a small shop. JR said he would feed this back. He emphasised that the Horse and Groom would not be in competition with the Fox but would instead be a village pub.

In response to questions JR undertook to investigate the cutting of the verges adjacent to Daylesford land, to establish whether there were any plans for work to be undertaken at the staff house in Lower Oddington and take forward that problems caused by the extractor fan at the Fox.

The Chairman thanked James for his attendance and it was agreed that there should be another Village Meeting to discuss the plans for the Horse and Groom once they had been worked up in more details.


4.Village Plan Update

 Update on the Village Plan:
· Introduction – Cllr Thorpe explained that although it was not a legal document the Plan had identified the issues of importance in the village and was guiding the Parish Council’s actions
· Village scene – Cllrs Canning and Cox reported on the repairs to village assets, the new noticeboard and the work that had been undertaken to tidy footpaths.
· Community: Village Hall/Neighbourhood Watch – Cllrs Griffiths reported on the active programme of events undertaken by the Village Hall Committee. She noted that new Committee members were needed. Cllr Every & Paul Gunn reported on the relaunch of the Neighbourhood Watch Scheme and urged villagers to sign up.
· Speeding – The Clerk reported on the possible means of reducing speeding in the village. It seemed likely that GCC might now support a blanket 20 mph TRO across the County but if not the Parish could consider joining with other neighbouring parishes. The Chairman asked whether the village supported the introduction of a 20mph limit. The overwhelming majority did.
· Communications – Cllr Sawyer reported on the new welcome letter and on the e-newsletter which was growing in popularity.
5. Reports from Cotswold District Council and Oddington and Adlestrop United Charities were tabled.
The Chairman thanked all those who had contributed and closed the meeting at 7.55 pm.
                                                                                ………………………………….


Annex

Chairman’s Introduction and Report to Annual Village Meeting 2025
Good evening and a warm welcome to the Annual Village meeting. This is a great opportunity for villagers to air their views and give us feedback.  

The good news from last year is that the bollards in Lower Oddington have finally been installed, but not without its dramas and the need for OPC to formally complain in strongest terms to GCC about the performance of GCC highways.  The work to the Fox Car park has started and I am pleased to welcome James Roberts from Daylesford to the meeting and you will have the opportunity to hear from him later.  I assume he will also answer questions about the Horse and Groom, our much loved local pub.
I am pleased to report that the relationship with GCC highways is much improved with a change of personnel.  I am also pleased to extend a warm welcome to the newly elected Council Councillor Darryl Corps.  I hope that the continuing successful partnership with highways can now go forward.
Changes in the world we live in are inevitable and ongoing . The OPC continues to try to balance the retention of rural and village life with the changes in society and the considerable popularity of our village and the area of the Cotswolds in which we live.
Planning continued to be a controversial subject in 2024 and again had its moments. The Stow Town Council development plan was finalised and our objections were heard.  Plans for a major development in Moreton in Marsh are being vigorously opposed.  Anyone driving along the Fosse Way can see why.  Already there is an increase in rat runs and speeding and traffic through local villages, including Oddington.  We are not opposed to new housing per se but it must be matched by improvements in the infrastructure.  We will continue to oppose it with the help of our local councillors.    We are grateful for the enormous support the village has had from both Mark Mcenzie Charrington and David Cunningham.  David sends his apologies but continues to give us immense support on planning matters.  On planning Berrybank submitted an appeal to the district councils decision to refuse.  This retrospective application was rejected by the Inspector on the principle grounds of conservation.  I want to reiterate that the OPC would have welcomed the development provided it was for a significantly smaller number of events and noise levels were managed.  However, that now seems to be history and the new owner of Berrybank is actively consulting the Parish Council on his plans for the site which is encouraging. 
With your help last hear we developed the Oddington Village Plan (OVP).  Whilst we all know that it has no statutory force it guides our decisions and our focus going forward.  Later we will report on the progress of implementing the plan.  I take this opportunity to thank my fellow councillors  for their support and contribution to village life.  I sense that this will be needed more and more.  

Personally I intend to step down as Chairman at next year’s Annual Meeting if you haven’t removed me by then.  I want to see through the reorganisation of local government and its potential impact on Parish Councils.
As the plan shows doing things for ourselves is going to part of Village life in the future and we are indebted to Bob, Alan and many others for the jobs big and small they undertake to help the village.  We also thank Mark Penfold for keeping the village greens and verges tidy.  I hope you will have seen the increase in the number of spring bulbs that were planted last year. And thank you to the planting team. Last but certainly not least we are privileged to have Janet as our Clerk.  Janet is the most hard working and dedicated clerk that you will find anywhere.
Janet thank for your all your efforts and keeping me out of trouble on countless occasions.
David Thorpe  
15th May, 2025



