	ODDINGTON PARISH COUNCIL
MINUTES OF THE  MEETING HELD ON 20 FEBRUARY 2025


	    
      Present
                                                  Cllr D Thorpe   - Chairman                                          
                                                  Cllr  S Griffiths – Vice Chairman
                                                  Cllr S Canning
                                                  Cllr A Cox
                                                  Cllr  M Green                                                                                                  
                                                   Cllr Sawyer

                                                  GCC Cllr MacKenzie-Charrington
 
                                                 
Eight  members of the public were in attendance.

Apologies: There were none.



62. Minutes of the Meeting held on 12 December 2024 which had been previously circulated was agreed as a true record of the meeting and signed by the Chairman. 
63. Matters arising from the Minutes. The Chairman reported that the work on the installation of the bollards had been completed. He thanked Mr Munn for all the work he had undertaken to tidy the village and it was agreed he should clear the brush wood from Church Road. The Clerk was asked to report the condition of the turning circle outside St Nicholas to Highways. It is not clear where the adopted part on Church Road ended and the Clerk was asked to investigate.
64. Declarations of Interest. There were none.

65. Adjournment for public to raise issues. A resident raised concerns about dog poo bags being left around the village and it was agreed this should be an item in the newsletter. The newsletter should also include a reminder about the Council’s Dark Sky policy. The Clerk was asked to obtain ‘property of GCC’ signs for the salt bins. 

66.Financial issues. 
(a) Accounts for payment
 Council RESOLVED to pay the following accounts:
		Oddington Church
	12/12/2024
	Signed after Dec Meeting
	258
	 £            500.00 

	CN Theatre
	12/12/2024
	Signed after Dec Meeting
	259
	 £            100.00 

	GATPC
	20/02/2025
	 
	260
	 £            112.96 

	JE web site
	20/02/2025
	 
	261
	 £              57.60 

	HMRC
	20/02/2025
	 
	262
	 £            245.40 

	JE wages x3
	20/02/2025
	 
	263
	 £            981.58 



	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


 (b) The Council resolved that Iain Selkirk should be appointed as the Internal Auditor for 2024/25. Mr Selkirk is independent of the Council and suitably qualified.
(c) Bank Signatories. It was noted that Cllrs Thorpe and Canning had been added to the list of signatories and that Cllr Griffiths signature had been updated. 
67. Register of Assets. The Council received the updated version of the register and noted that the new notice board had been added. 
68.Oddington Village Plan and implementation
· Speeding: Auto Speedwatch Cameras. The Council received a report from the Clerk. The Chairman thanked Mr Gabbertas for the research he had undertaken and invited him to introduce the topic. After discussion, it was agreed that the Council would like to consider this proposal further and a visit would be arranged to nearby Councils with such cameras.
· Neighbourhood Watch. Cllr Every reported on the relaunched Neighbourhood Watch Scheme. Mr Gunn outlined progress to date and it was agreed that there should be an article in the newsletter. The Chairman thanked Cllr Every for her work on NW over the years and the new team for taking over the project. The Council will purchase any new signs needed
· Footpath audit. Cllr Thorpe reported that he had met with the GCC footpaths officer who had written to the homeowner about work to the rear of Severn House asking that the footpath be reinstated. She had said she would speak to Highways about the footway from the Fox to Broadwell turns. She had objected to the urbanisation of the Kingham to Daylesford bridleway and the Chairman had offered OPC support. It was noted that Kingham PC had not objected.

69.Planning Applications
25/00045/FUL |Erection of a new self-build dwelling| Land North East Of Braecroft Upper Oddington. The Council objects to this application. Councillors had concerns about the approved application for an ancillary swimming pool complex because of the impact that this would have on the Cotswold Landscape and the views into the site from the footpath to the south. The same concerns remain but are exacerbated by the fact that this application is for a stand alone dwelling. Indeed Condition 8 of the decision notice to approve the ancillary building (23/02885/FUL) states 'The development hereby permitted shall not be used other than for purposes ancillary to the residential use of the dwelling currently known as New Braecroft and for no other purpose.  Reason: The independent use of the building would raise potential issues relating to the sustainability of the location, access, parking, residential amenity and the impact of such a use on the character and appearance of the Cotswolds National Landscape having regard to Local Plan Policies DS3, EN1, EN2, EN4, EN5, INF4 and INF5.' The new dwelling will add to the light pollution caused by the various properties already on the site. The Council believes that an additional stand alone property represents over development of the site and the suburbanisation of a satellite grouping of dwellings. We note that this is the second time that the applicant has used the 'swimming pool route' to seek permission for a new dwelling and feel that this is inappropriate use of the planning process.
25/00203/FUL Erection of single-storey rear extension The Old Forge Lower Oddington. The Council has no objections.
25/00374/FUL  Erection of first floor rear extension. Cheyney House Lower Oddington. The Council has no objections.

70.Reports from Councillors
Cllr MacKenzie-Charrington had circulated his report in advance. He mentioned central government’s increased housing targets and proposals for unitary authorities. It was far from clear how things would develop over the next few months.
Cllr MacKenzie-Charrington said that this would be the last meeting he would be attending as he would not be standing for election in May. The Chairman thanked him for all his efforts on behalf of Oddington.
71.Date of next meeting 27 March 2025

The meeting ended at  7.20 pm
		                                                                        ………………………………………..
Chairman                                                                                                     27 March 2025

