	ODDINGTON PARISH COUNCIL
MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL MEETING HELD ON 16 MAY 2024

	Present:                                     
                                                  Cllr S Canning
                                                  Cllr A Cox
                                                  Cllr  M Green 
                                                  Cllr  S Griffiths (from item 10)
                                                   Cllr D Thorpe
                                                   Cllr Sawyer

                                                  GCC Cllr MacKenzie-Charrington

                                                  CDC Cllr Cunningham  (from item 7)

Seven members of the public were in attendance.

Apologies: None
                                                                                          



1. Election of Chairman. Cllr David Thorpe was elected to serve as Chairman for the forthcoming year and signed the Declaration of Acceptance of Office. 

2. Election of Vice Chairman. Cllr Griffiths was elected to serve as Vice Chairman for the forthcoming year and signed the Declaration of Acceptance of Office.

3. Minutes of the Meeting held 14 March 2024 which had been previously circulated where agreed as a true record of the meeting and signed by the Chairman. 

4. Matters arising from the Minutes. The Chairman reported that he and the Clerk had met the new owner of Berry Bank who was proposing to develop a business hub subject to change of use. He had told the Chairman that he had no plans to operate the amphitheatre on a commercial basis. The Fox Car Park is still with Planning. He updated the meeting on the CDC local Plan and on the siting of bollards in Lower Oddington. Alan and Bob were thanked for tidying the green by the Sheiling.

5. Declarations of Interest. There were none.

6. Adjournment for public to raise issues. A resident spoke about the variation of a planning condition at Top Barn and another raised concerns about the verge by the Fox.

7. Financial issues.
The Council received and noted the accounts for 2023/24.
a. Internal Audit 
Council received a copy of the Annual Return Audit Report for the year ending 31 March 2024 which had been subject to internal audit. It was noted that the auditor had made no comments.

b. Governance
Council considered the Annual Governance statement and noted the requirement for a sound system of internal controls. They considered the items listed on the return and agreed that controls were in place. Council RESOLVED that the Chairman should sign section 1 of the Return.

c. Accounting Statements.

Council considered the Accounting Statements for 2023/24. The Clerk explained the variances between years ending March 2023 and March 2024. Council RESOLVED that the Chairman should sign Section 2 of the Annual Return.

It was noted that of the reserve of £12,768 nearly £4,000 is ear marked CIL money.

d. Certificate of Exemption
Council received a copy of the Certificate of Exemption and RESOLVED that the Council had met the qualifying criteria and should declare itself exempt from external audit.
It was noted that the period for inspecting the accounts was 31 May to 12 July.
e. Review of Bank signatories

It was RESOLVED that the bank signatories should remain changed.
f. CIL payment. 
It was noted that a CIL payment of £,132.62 been received on 11 April.
The Clerk also reported that the first precept payment of £6,000 had been received on 12 April.
g. Insurance

Council noted that it had entered in to an LTA with Zurich/Community Frist the previous year after receiving other quotes. The cover was considered to be adequate. 

h. Internal Controls Policy
Council received a draft internal controls policy reflecting the requirements of the Financial Regulations 2024. It was RESOLVED to approve the policy.

i. Accounts for payment
 Council RESOLVED to pay the following accounts:
[image: ]

8. Review of Standing Orders. Council considered the Standing Orders and RESOLVED to adopt them as drafted.

9. Review of Financial Regulations. Council considered the Model NALC Financial Regulations 2024 and RESOLVED to adopt as drafted.

10. Village Amenities and Facilities
· Playground. The Clerk reported that Playsafety Ltd had completed the annual check and had found no issues.  It was noted that a new swing seat would be needed at some point. 

· Notice Board at Banks Barn. Council received details of a board from Signmaker for a wooden board at a cost of  £1287.27 (including VAT). It was noted that this was slightly more expensive than the quote for metal board, but it was felt that this would be more sustainable and in keeping with the Conservation Area. RESOLVED that this board should be purchase with Cllr Griffiths and Mark Grabatas finalising arrangements.

11. Planning Applications: 
· 24/00534/FUL | Replace the existing flat roof of the dwelling with an asymmetrical pitched roof and erection of extension to provide an entrance lobby | New Braecroft Upper Oddington. Cllr Cunnigham advised that this application had been approved.
It was noted that three applications had been posted earlier in the day for Juniper Barn and also one for Top Barn. It was agreed that a separate meeting would need to be arranged to discuss theses.
12. Date of next meeting 4 July at 6.30 pm (subsequently moved to 11 July as the Village Hall will be in use as a polling station.)
	The meeting ended at 6.45 pm
		………………………………………..
 Chairman
11  July 2024
.
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