A Plan for our village – residents comments 

28 residents attended the Village Meeting held in May to kick of the Plan process.

36 commented on the Plan for the Village. These are summarised below.

	General
	in the main it is to be commended
Thanks for this, all very sensible.
I think it is very good and I have only a couple of minor points to make
Well done on the plan and keep up the good work
I would like to firstly thank you for the information you and others have taken the time to put together.
Very much enjoyed reading “your plan for the village” and look forward to the future.
 Really must say how pleased we are at the draft agenda of actions and priorities - they are spot on!
Generally speaking,  the plans for the future of the villages look good.  
I largely fully agree with this plan.   
I’m generally very much in favour of the plan and support the initiatives you’ve suggested.
I support nearly all of it 
Overall, I thought it was an excellent document. Congratulations on the idea and the level of engagement secured from the village.
Generally I support most of the plan.
It is a good plan and although not a statutory document give the Council a direction of travel
I agree with all of it and think the Parish Council is doing a great job. I was a little shocked at how small the annual precept is.  You can’t achieve much with such a small budget.
Just wanted to express my support and thanks to all involved in creating the village plan. Whole plan seems good and well thought out and I’m grateful for the time and effort that has been spent on it
Thanks for sending round the Village Plan for Oddington, 
What a brilliant initiative and document summarising the plans for the village. A massive thank you.
Thank you for forwarding the Plan and we are very grateful to the OPC for being proactive. It clarifies for all not only what the OPC does but also what it seeks to achieve.
Many thanks for the work the Parish Council continues to do.



	Parking
	The Fox patrons are currently causing the lion’s share of parking  but it was a problem before Lady B took ownership. The landlords of holiday lets should be encouraging people to arrive in shared vehicles or by public transport. Households often occupied by those who own multiple vehicles. Those households with off road parking places still choose to park on the street and on pavements.

I am totally against parking in field opp. The Lodge, it would mean cars leaving with lights on at all hours,(conservation!!!)

We should certainly do all we can on this aspect – including continued persuasion for the Fox car park application. The traffic and parking situation at this end of the village can be intolerable. We should also pursue the Highways people to finish putting up the planned bollards.

Life would be better if people parked more considerately. 


	Speeding

Issues:

20mph limit
Traffic calming
Cyclists
 Oddington signs
	Heart sank at ‘traffic calming measures’ if this would involve signs, speed monitoring signs etc Very ugly and no confidence what would be achieved. Likewise a 20mph limit does not solve anything, it is people travelling over 30 that is the problem

I agree it is a problem and I really worry about the bend by Old Plough. Cars come round and in the middle of the road. I don’t know how we could enforce a 20 mph limit though I support it. Could there be a speed hump just before in both directions?
I am not in favour of 20mph speed limit. It will not be enforceable. I am in favour of traffic calming to slow down cyclists providing it does not cause delays to cars and vans. Some of us still work in the village.
Fast cars going to the Fox show off and drive fast to get past  This is a conservation area not a satellite area for The Fox.

Oppose traffic calming measures. They are in effect yet more street furniture and urbanisation.

Some motorists, using the village as shortcut will travel faster than what I consider a safe speed.  Back Lane seems to be the preferred shortcut. Cyclist do exceed the speed limit going down the hill from The Horse and Groom to Banks Farm.    

I’m in favour of all these measures set out. Cyclists in particular can be a menace.

Traffic through village will get worse (and faster) the worse the congestion on the Fosseway. Although unenforceable, a 20 mph limit should reduce speeds a bit but it is only worth doing on the back of a county wide TRO.

I support controlling speed of cyclists and 20mph speed limit for vehicles 

This is a real problem and even in the tighter spaces around the village speeding vehicles and cyclists create dangerous situations. 20 mph is perfectly reasonable in our village areas.

Speeding. This seems to have got worse in recent weeks. Need to consider what can be done without Highway approval. 

We would support the idea of implementing a 20mph limit, the road through the village is narrow and has no footpath in places.
 
Whilst we are not in favour of “hard” furniture”, we would support scalloped edges when entering the village. 
 
We have noticed that many villages in the area have a sign as you enter the village, Oddington does not. Whilst we would need 4 signs, I think it would act, maybe in conjunction with a “Please drive carefully” notice underneath, to slow drivers down.

20mph speed limit - coming into the village from the Bledington end has plenty of speedy cars & the occasional tractor...!


	Planning

Issues:
Quality of design
Carbon neutral
	Conservation Area should be preserved. Second homes should be limited. Planning consent should be needed to operate a holiday let. The whole nature and character of the village is altering and we should do all we can to limit the change before it is too late.

I agree that new buildings should follow local vernacular design and be of traditional materials 

Concern for our lovely village is holiday lets. It is no longer a village where people care, Guests fly in and out the result is an unloved village! Second homes should be limited. 

We should fight hard to protect green spaces in the conservation area.

CDC seem to have their own opinions as to what planning is acceptable

Second homes and holiday lets.  Could we encourage all residents to participate in village activities and to be sensitive to their impact on the wider village, for example, regarding parking, refuse collection, noise and light pollution.  

Under community we  identify the need to welcome and engage newcomers and weekenders…. But under planning we state that second homes should be limited… just wondered whether this whilst correct was slightly in conflict with welcoming weekenders…..

I support protecting the conservation area

I agree that the Village Conservation area should be protected but to insist that any application follows local vernacular design and use local materials will not always give the desired outcome If the village plan were to incorporate a requirement for design quality it would allow comments to be made on uninspiring Cotswold pastiches but also give the committee agency to comment on contemporary designs too. 
 
Including an aspiration that any significant development should address operational carbon would be positive for both the local village environment and wider society.

Protecting the conservation area is crucial. Modern architecture and materials never sit well in traditional surroundings 

Employing professional advice on major planning issues will be expensive and we are not sure would have much effect especially when planning law and its implementation seem wholly subjective.

On the matter of second homes. Do we know how many there are, and do we know how many are purely holiday rental or short term lets? A factual understanding would be helpful and allow us to monitor situation.

Protecting the conservation area. Is there merit in seeing if we wish to try to extend this to any parts of the village that might be ‘vulnerable’ and merit inclusion.

Being in a Conservation Area and AONB is important to us as is maintaining the traditional building style in the village so we welcome the support for vernacular design and local materials in new structures.



	Lighting

Review Policy?
	Outside lighting. All planning applications should take this into consideration, as a priority.  Do you think if certain householders continue to illuminate their residences they could receive a letter from the OPC asking/telling them this is not the way forward.

Light pollution should be jumped on.

I’ve raised with the Fox owners the issue of the security lights they have turned on outside their kitchen well into the night after the pub has closed.

The description is loaded to begin with as it tips the balance of the discussion one way as obviously pollution is bad.  It's just light, some like it, some prefer the dark.  There are safety issues, personal preferences, security issues and I fear this could be a divisive area with one neighbour reporting another and that way madness lies.

Little evidence of light pollution problem. CPRE dark skies is mostly aimed at controlling industrial/street lighting and domestic on a large scale.  Concerns me that this issue may have been raised by those with a  personal agenda. Of course, It is advisable for unnecessary lights to be turned off when not in use, but we found receiving a rather dictatorial village ‘policy’ unnecessary and unwelcome.

We would also add that any neighbourhood watch candidate would argue that a completely blacked out location is perfect for criminal activity.


Residents should be encouraged to follow the aims of the Dark Skies campaign

We agree with the maintenance of the conservation area and also the “dark skies” – we think that this is very much part of countryside living and feel that we all should avoid unnecessary domestic lighting.

Dark skies - we have car headlights & torches, we don't need our houses all lit up outside! 


	Verges

Issue:
Verge opposite village hall?
	Can verge opposite Home Close be tidied up all the way up to the village hall. I would like to offer to do this free of charge. Just need somewhere to tip the brash we remove. Once cleared the idea would be for the contractors who already tend village verges to also cut the grass. We can plant a huge amount of daffodils! Please let me know if and even when I can start this job. 

Blocked drains in lower oddington due to heavy Lorrie’s using verge to get by, My drain pipe has been cracked and water now collects in road and gets into my yard and has been known to get to front door! 

I support managing the verges

We would prefer maintenance of the upper Oddington bank twice a year.

The “sympathetic” maintenance of verges I think can be managed by individual householders


	Appearance of village

Issues:
Village sweeper
Community Orchard

Removal of railings
	I am in favour of more hedges and planting flowering bulbs. I feel a community orchard is impractical as few volunteers will maintain it and many people will wish to take advantage.
Pavements and roads could be cleaner. In the winter they are particularly affected by leaf drop. Depending on what other residents think, I would be happy to put time into this - do we buy a road sweeping machine  or hire one a few times a year. I would be happy to operate it and help to tidy the village. 

I find ‘gates’ various very unsuitable in the village - also tarmac and granite curb stones - grrrrrrr!

Great idea-  community orchard and getting rid of some of the unnecessary street clutter – those railings in Lower Oddington!
The point about excessive amount of street clutter very much resonated with me. For example, we have redundant railings, posts and signs around Lower and also some residents have let shrubs and bushes over grow making some areas impassable on the footpath.
This is only small but wouldn't want to lose bins or benches (emptying the poo bins particularly on way to St Nick's seems to be an issue though), happy for newer versions though if that was the answer
We very much like the idea of the village orchard and planting of hedges
overhanging branches from trees within gardens can be a problem, although not one I think is a responsibility of the Council.  For example The Villager Bus has had 2 windscreens cracked this month near Banks Farm.

I’d be very much in favour of community orchard – although don’t have land to offer I’m afraid.

I don’t think a community orchard would be maintained.

I think the same old folk would have to look after a community orchard!

I am not in favour of planting hundreds of daffs on the village green.  If it is felt necessary to plant more (and why?) could we consider snowdrops and aconites?  They are sort of ‘wild’ and early to light up a February/March day.

I believe we should all play a greater part in keeping the village looking attractive and a pleasant space. Not mentioned is the responsibility all of us should take for the areas outside/roadside of our property..


	Communications
	I am in favour of a regularly updated e-newsletter and website (rather than  Facebook which few people use nowadays). These make leaflet drops unnecessary and expensive.
The e-newsletter is excellent. As long as a majority sign up it should be all that is needed.
As newcomers we have been delighted with how information is passed around and credit must go to you Janet for being so active in this area.
We have noticed how well, many village events are supported and this, we think, is testament to how well the village pulls together
Your email newsletter is a wonderful way to disseminate information.

	Community

Issue:
Encourage people to start new clubs
	I would be interested to know the type of special interest groups the Parish Council might wish to encourage.
I am in favour of the Parish Council working with other organisations to encourage events, provided these events are of interest to most rate-payers in the village.
certainly would like to tap into the second home owners and drag them along to events - we aim them for Saturdays but struggle to drag any/many in.  Any ideas/assistance welcome
there seem to be a number of willing volunteers in the village, which is helpful
Anything that can be done to welcome new owners and or weekenders can only be helpful. I feel weekenders don’t have much time available for local events and this is understandable. 

I support the idea of special interest groups. It might be useful to put out a list of potential subjects to see if there is support. My last location had a very active Mens Shed group, making, and repairing household items.

As regards the churches I would like to point out that St Nicolas is an outstanding historical building of national interest which we are lucky to have (and it draws many visitors). It is also on this basis that I do what I do for it and the support we have from the village for this architectural asset is much appreciated.

As relative newcomers to the village, we both feel that we have received a very warm welcome from all. That being said, the welcome letter you propose is a great idea.
 
We are happy to distribute leaflets as and when so please don’t hesitate to ask. Likewise, happy to assist with the litter pick.







