MINUTES OF THE ODDINGTON ANNUAL VILLAGE MEETING
HELD AT THE VILLAGE HALL
ON 14 MAY 2026 AT 7PM
 
Present: Cllr David Thorpe (Chairman), Janet Eustace (Clerk) and 35 members of the public
        
1.The Chairman welcomed everyone to the Annual Village meeting. The minutes of the meeting held on 15 May 2025 were agreed as a true record and signed.

2.Report from Oddington Parish Council

The Chairman reported on the previous year:
   
· CDC Councillor Cunningham had sent apologies but had provided an up date on the Horse and Groom planning application.  Negotiations between Daylesford and CDC continue.  The issue is the size of the development versus the viability of the business. There is no timescale for this to be concluded. 

· 2024 saw the adoption of the village plan. The appearance of the village continues to improve with more bulbs planted and commitment from developers/owners to reinstate the verges damaged by contractors vehicles but  the continuing number of multi million pound developments cause damage to the highways and verges. 

· Relationships with GCC Highways has improved  with a change of personnel.  However, the Chairman had felt it necessary to write in the strongest terms to GCC on Highway matters which we will cover in a later item on the agenda. It was disappointing that the village was not included in the 20 mph implementation 

· The village Hall Committee goes from strength to strength in organising many events.  Sara will update us later.  We are very lucky to have such an enthusiastic Village Hall Committee. 

· The Council had  been actively involved in the impact of the  reorganisation of local government on parishes and villages having supported a unitary authority for the whole of Gloucestershire.  But all that seems clear is that there will be a  neighbourhood grouping of Parishes and Towns. 

· The new Neighbourhood Watch continues to operate and thank you to Paul and Louise and team.  We now need to move to a closer liaison with the Police and access information.  The Police report had been tabled.  We are advised that the most prevalent crime is fraud and residents’ attention was drawn to GLASS Jar. A counter fraud and enforcement unit across Gloucestershire.  

· e Local Plan continued to be a controversial subject in 2025.  Plans for a major development in Moreton in Marsh are being vigorously opposed although despite efforts by CDC and Town and  Parish Councils the Government refuses to change the housing targets.   Already there is an increase in rat runs and speeding and traffic through local villages, including Oddington,  Developments must be met with improvements in the infrastructure

· The Chairman thanked  Cllr Daryl Corp and Cllr David Cunningham , his fellow Councillors for their support an all of those who undertake practical projects in the village. He also thanked the Clerk for her help over the year.

 
3. Village Hall Committee Report.

Sara Griffiths, Chairman of the Village Hall Committee presented the report.

With the closure of the Horse and Groom the Village Hall Committee was looking to use the village hall to connect residents. There was now a a series of regular activities with coffee mornings, film and pizza evenings. There were also a number of larger seasonal events and increasingly community groups were making use of the facilities.

The hall had made a modest profit on the year and Sara paid tribute to the Committee which works so hard to keep the looking so good. She mentioned that although many supported the Hall there were some residents who were never used the facility and she urged people to bring their neighbours along to an event.

In answer to a question it was confirmed that there was capacity for more bookings, particularly private functions.

4. Highways Issues

Janet Eustace, Parish Clerk, updated the meeting on Highways issues. Repairs had been carried out on a number of roads but the road to Icomb was still in a very poor condition. It was thought that this was because new drainage was to be installed. She reminded residents to report Highway problems on the Fix My Street website.

20 mph limits.
Road Safety Needs Assessment by the  Gloucestershire Road Safety Partnership and published in January 2026. Overall, the highest proportion of all casualties resulting from road traffic collisions occurred in Cotswold district (22%). However  disaggregated by speed limit in Cheltenham and Gloucester, between 60 -70% of accidents were on roads with 30mph limits  but 60%  of  casualties in Cotswold district occur on roads where the speed limit was 60mph. GCC consultants developed a prioritisation tool. Factors include numbers of collisions, indices of multiple deprivation (20% most deprived areas of the county), trip attractors, active travel routes, and suitability of the road for the new limit. Delivery of the programme would be phased, with the first schemes being delivered during the financial year 2026/27. Areas in Phase 4 (2028/29) and in any future phases (which might include Oddington) would be confirmed as and when funding to deliver them is available. Total costs appear to be in region of £6m. Oxfordshire County Council is said to have  spent £2.5m on roll out of 20mph scheme but there evidence is that it is not being enforced.  In answer to a question the Clerk said she thought it would cost in the region of £15,000 per parish if a group where to apply to go ahead outside of the proposed programme.

5. Village Communications

The Clerk said that the Village Plan had identified communications as needing improvement. A small group had been working on this. The Council web site had been update. There are now two WhatsApp groups, two village facebook sites and the enewsletter. There are approximately 400 adults in the village and it is estimated that perhaps 100 of these are accessing one or more of the forms of communication. 

The Oddington Facebook page has 435 followers probably 60-70% from this or adjacent villages. 
The e newsletter goes to 185 different email addresses. The first 8 issues were opened by about 80% recipients. Since July 2024 openings have been pretty consistently around 45%.

The Neighbourhood Watch App has 71 members and The Oddington General chat has 56. 

Every Village Event will be trailed in Facebook, WhatsApp, Email and the newsletter often multiple times.  There are also posters  on the Notice Boards (and for OddFest there is a leaflet drop to every home.)

6. Residents reported on the launch of the St Nicholas Fundraising appeal, the NGS opening of the garden at Pasture Farm and the Village Open Gardens on 14 June.

7. The Chairman closed the meeting by thanking Cllrs Cox and Every who were retiring from the Council after many years of service. He urged those present to consider whether they might be interested in joining the Council.


The meeting closed at 7.35pm


