	ODDINGTON PARISH COUNCIL
MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 23 JULY 2026
                                                 
                                                  
       Present:                              Cllr D Thorpe - Chairman
                                                  Cllr  S Griffiths – Vice Chairman
                                                  Cllr D Adams 
                                                  Cllr S Canning
                                                  Cllr R Hesse 
                                                  Cllr J Sawyer
                                                  Cllr H Smith

GCC Cllr Corps and CDC Cllr Cunningham

Apologies: None.

16 members of the public in attendance.

	


25.The Minutes of the meeting held on 2 July which had been previously circulated were agreed as a true record and signed by the Chairman.
26.Matters arising from the Minutes.    The Chairman reported that temporary repairs had been carried out to the Icomb road and that he and Cllr Smith were due to meet the Highways Officer the following day to discuss a list of issues. The Clerk reported that the Old Bakehouse was being restored to its previous condition following a visit from CDC enforcement officers.
27.Declarations of Interest: There were none.

28. Planning Applications: 
26/01946/FUL and 26/01947/LBC Full Application for Demolition of modern rear extension and erection of rear extensions to facilitate kitchen, restaurant dining and accessible toilet. External alterations including replacement roof and windows, alterations to fenestration of rear elevation, and internal alterations including removal and replacement of modern partitions and facilitation of level access. External works including reconfiguration of outdoor rear seating area, car park and landscaping work (revised design) at Horse And Groom Inn Upper Oddington. 
Oddington Parish Council is disappointed that the Planning Officers and the applicants were not able to reach an agreement on the planning application that was submitted in late 2025. The Horse and Groom, which is a listed building, has now been empty for 14 months during which time its condition has deteriorated. We hope that this new application can be brought to a speedy conclusion.
At a recent public meeting held to discuss the application, residents confirmed that they consider a public house to be a valuable community asset which should be retained. It is also recognised that the pub needs to be a commercially viable business and that changes need to be made to the building to facilitate this. We understand that the Conservation Officer needs to asses whether these changes will result minor, moderate or serious harm to the building. It is the Council’s view that the retention of the building as a community asset should be weighed against the degree of harm reducing it to a level which is acceptable in planning terms.
The Parish Council does however have a number of concerns about the impact that a destination restaurant/pub will have on the close neighbours and those living in the routes in and out of the village. We therefore ask that CDC impose a number of conditions to mitigate the impact.
The conditions
The construction period  We understand the project may not be large enough to justify a construction management plan but we ask that there be an advisory note requiring construction vehicles be routed off the B4450 to keep them out of  the centre of the village. In addition off road parking should be provided. The hours of construction should be limited, especially at weekends. Improvements should be made to the entrance to the pub car park to allow access for larger vehicles. We understand that the possibility of a compound opposite has now been dropped and would ask that this be reconsidered.
Highways  As a condition of planning, customers and delivery vehicles should be routed B4450 to avoid an increase in traffic in Back Lane or through the village. This will require a signage plan to be agreed by the Parish Council and Highways and paid for by the applicant.
Car parking Despite assurances that the car parking provision is adequate this is a major concern in the village. On street parking is not an option. A car park was belatedly provided at the Fox in Lower Oddington and we would ask that it be a planning condition that the applicant explores all possible options of providing one for the Horse and Groom.
Lighting and noise These are of concern particularly to those living in close proximity to the pub. We ask that OPC is consulted on the lighting plan which should ensure that there is no inconvenience caused  to those living adjacent to the pub. Music should restricted to inside the building. There are particular concerns about the future possible use of the area at the bottom of the garden which should be clarified by bringing it within the scope of this application. 
Sustainability Although the applicant is proposing to provide EV charging points we question the extent of the commitment to environmental sustainability. There is no evidence of the renovation including renewable energy technologies or seeking to reduce carbon emissions. The Council hopes that the conditions imposed on this development would reflect CDCs Sustainability Policy. 
Licensing The Parish Council asks for assurances that it will be consulted on the licensing application when time comes.

· 26/01872/FUL Full Application for Conversion of agricultural barn to residential dwelling house and associated works at Agricultural Barn Land Parcel Easting 421977.87 Northing 225204.31 Upper Oddington. Council notes that planning policy  allows the conversion of derelict agricultural using the existing structure but we share the concerns of Highways regarding vision splays and the absence of refuse and storage space. We would also ask that the plans be redrawn to demonstrate the adequacy of parking and turning space. It would be unacceptably dangerous if vehicles were forced to reverse on to the road.

· Consultation on 81 new dwellings at Kingham Meadows to the rear of Kingham station. See https://landatkinghammeadows.co.uk/. It was noted that Kingham Parish Council was meeting with the developer on 29 July. OPC had been invited to send a representative.  It was Resolved that Cllr Hesse and the Clerk should attend the meeting and have delegated authority to comment on the consultation on behalf of OPC.

29. Date of next meeting 3 September at 6.30 pm.

								Chairman
								3 September 2026



